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AFP Photo: London Mayor Ken
Livingstone poses for photographs as
he launches "No.1, Lower Carbon
Drive", an...

SCIENCE VIDEO

= Unknown species
found in Antarctic

NASA explains

total lunar eclipse
AP

» All news video

ELSEWHERE ON THE WEB

CNN.com: Astronauts prepare for
third spacewalk

Time.com: Your Steak, Sir --
Medium, Rare or Cloned?

USATODAY.com: Atlantis to race
home out of Navy's field of fire

http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20080220/sc afp/britainenvironmentpoliticswater

All News

Advanced

Tue Feb 19, 7:02 PM ET

LONDON (AFP) - London Mayor Ken Livingstone on Tuesday launched a blitz against bottled
mineral water, urging restaurant customers in the British capital to ask for tap water to help
the environment.

Livingstone said tap water was not only ADVERTISEMENT

cheaper but also comes without the
heavy carbon footprint of transporting
bottled varieties by road and often vast
distances by air from countries as far
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"People should be encouraged to ask
and feel confident they can ask in
restaurants for tap water, rather than
have to pay through the nose for
bottled water," he told his weekly news
conference.

——

The initiative, backed by utility Thames
Water and environmental groups,
follows recent comments from
environment minister Phil Woolas on
the two-billion-pound (2.6-billion-euro, 3.9-billion-dollar) a year industry.
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Woolas told a BBC television documentary that "it borders on morally being unacceptable" for
Britons to spend so much on mineral water when there was a worldwide water shortage and
pure drinking water was readily available.

Jenny Jones, a Green Party representative on the London Assembily, said: "This is another

Bottled water was "disastrous for the planet" because of its use of plastics, the "ludicrous”
distances it was often transported and Britain's "appalling" level of recycling of bottles after
use, she added.

According to industry body the Bottled Water Information Office, the average Briton drinks
37.6 litres of bottled water each year, with six million litres drunk every day.

But it said bottled water accounts for only 0.03 percent of Britain's total carbon emissions,
while the industry was committed to more environmentally friendly methods of production,
transport and containers.
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